
 

1 
  



 

2 
 

 

 

How Georgian Companies Advertise on  

Kremlin Propaganda Media Platforms   

through Google Ads 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

3 
 

 

Author: 
 
     Mariam Dangadze 

 
Editor: 

 
           Tamar Kintsurashvili 
 
Designer: 
 

Mariam Tsutskiridze 
 
Cover photo: 
 

Shutterstock/Roman_studio 
 
 
 
 

www.mdfgeorgia.ge  

www.mythdetector.ge   

https://www.shutterstock.com/g/romantitov
http://www.mdfgeorgia.ge/
http://www.mythdetector.ge/


 

4 
 

Introduction 

 

The Media Development Foundation (MDF) has prepared the present report within the framework of 

the research project implemented by Open Information Partnership. Think tanks from 5 countries 

(Poland, Lithuania, Georgia, Estonia, Czech Republic) have studied the issue of advertising the 

products of local companies on Kremlin propaganda websites through Google Ads. The Media 

Development Foundation participated in the research from Georgia. The report reflects Georgia’s 

findings.  

The report provides key findings of the research, methodology; a separate chapter is dedicated to how 

Google Ads works. The first part of the report covers the issue of Georgian companies’ advertising on 

Kremlin propaganda websites; the second part is about the ads placed on Sputnik news agency 

operating in Georgia and the third part involves information about which company responded to the 

research findings. The final part reviews the profiles of those media outlets that are Kremlin 

propaganda platforms. 
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Key findings  

 

The research has revealed the following tendencies:  

• Representations of 15 Georgian or international companies were identified in Georgia whose ads were 

placed on eight Kremlin propaganda websites. These companies are: Alta, Jacobs Georgia, Lenovo 

Georgia, Silknet, Betlive, Beko,  BoXette, Samsung, EuroCredit, GWG, Tbilisi Medic, Tegeta Motors, 

Volvo Georgia, Visa Georgia and Zoommer.    

• The Media Development Foundation contacted 11 companies to communicate research results, but 

only two of them – BoXette and Zoommer - responded. Zoommer noted that the company applied to 

an intermediary advertisement company responsible for ad placement with a request to remove its ads 

from propaganda websites.  

• 83 companies were identified that were advertising on six websites belonging to Sputnik news agency, 

only one out of  83 companies, namely “Next Green” is registered in Georgia. 
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Methodology 

 

The research methodology for 5 member countries of Open Information Partnership was developed by Propastop 

and it involves two stages of monitoring. At the first stage, the ads of companies placed on the websites of 

Kremlin-funded media outlets through Google Ads were identified. At the second stage, monitoring of Google 

advertisements additionally covered Kremlin’s Russian-language propaganda media outlets.  

In the course of the research, Google advertisements placed on each website were monitored during three 

different parts of a day at different intensities. We recorded each new company whose product or service ads 

were placed on a website.  

The monitoring methodology envisaged communication with the companies identified within the research that 

aimed at informing them.   

Research subjects. The Media Development Foundation monitored 14 Kremlin propaganda websites from 

February 22 to March 5 and on March 11-14, at different parts of a day. These media outlets are:  

Table 1. Kremlin propaganda websites subject to monitoring  

February 22 – March 5 March 11-14  

sputnik-georgia.ru Rusvesna.su 

sputnik-georgia.com  Kp.ru (Комсомольская Правда) 
sputnik-ossetia.ru Aif.ru (Аргументы и Факты) 
sputnik-ossetia.com eadaily.com 

Sputnik-abkhazia.info vz.ru (ВЗГЛЯД.РУ) 

 
Sputnik-abkhazia.ru 

lenta.ru 

gazeta.ru 

sputniknews.com 
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How does Google Ads work?  

When visiting various websites, along with different banner ads, we also see Google ads that are changing within minutes.  

Those websites, where Google ads appear, are accumulated in Google Display Network with their number reaching two million. The network allows 

a company willing to advertise a specific product to choose a desirable target audience. However, the process is largely automated. Therefore, 

irrespective of the company, ad delivery to target audience indicated by the Google algorithm may end up on the websites where a customer had 

no interest to promote the product. Thus, the company may have no information about which websites it unknowingly assists financially. When 

creating an ad, a company may rule out a specific category, for example, porno sites, but there is no tool to filter the websites promoting 

disinformation and propaganda. In addition, when placing an ad, a company can indicate which specific URL address its products should not be 

advertised on and, in this case, the algorithm will fulfill this instruction.    

It is noteworthy that according to Forbes1, with their advertisements, many famous companies unknowingly assist the websites spreading 

disinformation. The study conducted by Estonian Propastop2 revealed that Estonian companies advertise extensively on the websites supported 

and financed by Kremlin but they are not aware of it. The Estonian experience shows that after the companies were informed that they were 

financing propaganda websites, some of them put these sites on the list of undesirable websites for their ads, thus excluding indirect support to 

increased influence of Russian disinformation.   

Initiatives to stop advertising on propaganda websites  

A number of campaigns were launched in recent years to stop advertising on propaganda websites spreading disinformation and hate speech. Among them 

were “Sleeping Giants3” and “Stop Funding Hate4.”   

The Global Disinformation Index (GDI), a non-profit organization, publishes annual reports5 about those companies that place their ads alongside with 

disinformation related to vaccination or other developments.  

 

                                                 
1https://www.forbes.com/sites/augustinefou/2020/06/19/the-importance-of-brand-safety-in-digital-advertisingits-not-what-you-think/?sh=7104210d62dd 
2https://www.propastop.org/eng/2020/11/17/estonian-companies-stop-advertising-on-kremlin-propaganda-sites/ 
3 https://twitter.com/slpng_giants  
4 https://stopfundinghate.info/ 
5 https://disinformationindex.org/research/ 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/augustinefou/2020/06/19/the-importance-of-brand-safety-in-digital-advertisingits-not-what-you-think/?sh=7104210d62dd
https://www.propastop.org/eng/2020/11/17/estonian-companies-stop-advertising-on-kremlin-propaganda-sites/
https://twitter.com/slpng_giants
https://stopfundinghate.info/
https://disinformationindex.org/research/
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1. Georgian companies advertising on Kremlin propaganda websites  

74 advertisements of 50 companies were identified in the process of monitoring over seven Russian websites in a period of March 11-14. Nine Georgian 

companies and Georgian representations of six foreign or international companies advertising on Kremlin propaganda websites were identified. The table below 

provides data on the companies advertising on one or several Kremlin propaganda sites during the monitoring period: 

Table 2. Companies advertising on Kremlin propaganda sites through Google Ads 

 
Kremlin propaganda 
sites 

 
 
Rusvesna.su 

 
 
kp.ru 

 
 
Aif.ru 

 
 
eadaily.com 

 
 
vz.ru 

 
 
lenta.ru 

 
 
gazeta.ru 

 
 
sputniknews.com 

 
Georgian 
companies and 
Georgian 
representations of 
foreign and 
international 
companies 

 

Alta Beko Georgia Samsung 
Georgia 

 

 
 
 
 
 
EuroCredit 

Beko Georgia 
 

Zoommer  

 

 

 
Samsung 
Georgia 

 

Silknet 

Jacobs Georgia 
 

Betlive 

 

 
 
 
BoXette 

GWG Visa Georgia  

 
Volvo Georgia 

Lenovo Georgia  

 
Jacobs 
Georgia 

Zoommer  

 
Volvo Georgia 

Silknet Tbilisi Medic 

 
Betlive 

Tegeta Motors 

Volvo Georgia 

Below are separate examples, when companies’ banner ads appeared on Kremlin’s propaganda websites. 
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Photo 1. Alta’s ad on Rusvesna.su 
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 Photo 2. Silknet and Lenovo Georgia’s ads on Rusvesna.su 
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Photo 3. Jacobs Georgia’s ad on Rusvesna.su 
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Photo 4. Betlive’s ad on Rusvesna.su 
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Photo  5. Samsung Georgia’s ad on Aif.ru 
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Photo  6. BoXette’s ad on Aif.ru 
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Photo  7. EuroCredit’s ad on eadaily.com 
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Photo  8. Samsung Georgia’s ad on gazeta.ru 
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Photo  9. Jacobs Georgia’s ad on kp.ru 
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Photo  10.  Beko Georgia’s ad on kp.ru 
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Photo  11. Betlive’s ad on kp.ru 
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Photo  12. Samsung Georgia’s ad on lenta.ru 
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Photo  13. Visa Georgia’s ad on lenta.ru 
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Photo  14. Volvo Georgia’s ad on lenta.ru 
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Photo  15. Zoommer’s ad on lenta.ru 
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Photo  16. Silknet’s ad on sputniknews.com 
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Photo  17. Volvo Georgia’s ad on sputniknews.com 
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Photo  18. Volvo Georgia’s ad on vz.ru 
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Photo  19. GWG’s ad on vz.ru 
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Photo  20. Beko Georgia’s ad on vz.ru 
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Photo  21. Zoommer’s ad on vz.ru 
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2. Ads placed on Sputnik websites available in Georgia  

The six sputnik websites function in Georgia: Sputnik Georgia in Georgian language (sputnik-georgia.com), Sputnik Georgia in Russian (sputnik-georgia.ru), 

Sputnik Ossetia in Ossetian (sputnik-ossetia.com), Sputnik Ossetia In Russian (sputnik-ossetia.ru), Sputnik Abkhazia in Abkhazian language (sputnik-

abkhazia.info) and Sputnik Abkhazia in Russian (sputnik-abkhazia.ru). A total of 121 advertisements of 83 companies were placed on six websites during the 

monitoring period. Batumiview is one out of two construction companies (Batumiview, Nextbatumi) which sells housing in newly built buildings in Batumi, 

Batumiview is not registered in Georgia6 and belongs  to the Iraqi Rekan Group and Hawkary Group. Batumi apartments of Nextbatumi are owned by Next Group 

part of which "Next Green" is registered7  in Georgia. The majority of advertising companies were linked to Russia. As for Sputnik’s six websites, five companies 

were advertising more frequently, including Batumivew and Nextbatumi. The table below provides the list of these five companies and Sputnik’s websites:  

Table 3. Companies advertising on Sputnik’s six websites through Google Ads 

Company name Batumiview 1-trk.ru Nextbatumi Tutoronline.ru Reg.ru 

 

 
Sputnik websites 

sputnik-ossetia.ru Sputnik-Abkhazia.ru Sputnik-georgia.ru Sputnik-Abkhazia.info Sputnik-Abkhazia.ru 

sputnik-ossetia.com Sputnik-Abkhazia.info Sputnik-Abkhazia.ru sputnik-georgia.com sputnik-georgia.ru 

Sputnik-abkhazia.com sputnik-ossetia.ru  
sputnik-ossetia.ru 

 
sputnik-georgia.ru 

 
Sputnik-ossetia.ru 

Sputnik-abkhazia.info sputnik-ossetia.com 

1-trk.ru is a Russian transport company8 transporting freights on the territories of Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and Kazakhstan. Reg.ru is a Russian web hosting 

server. Pro-Kremlin edition News Front9 is registered on reg.ru. Tutoronline.ru10 is a Russian educational online platform offering private tutoring in various 

subjects.  

 

 

 

                                                 
6 http://www.batumiview.com/ge/about-us 
7 https://bs.napr.gov.ge/GetBlob?pid=400&bid=boVlyOwlsX3qmYsntmLmFAFXuEDd7KwPbw]zwHclveuCVxZPKcfQdLkXvU4g][rH 
8 https://1-trk.ru/ 
9 http://mythdetector.ge/en/myth/news-front-georgia-kremlins-new-information-front-georgia 
10https://www.tutoronline.ru/ 

http://www.batumiview.com/ge/about-us
https://bs.napr.gov.ge/GetBlob?pid=400&bid=boVlyOwlsX3qmYsntmLmFAFXuEDd7KwPbw%5DzwHclveuCVxZPKcfQdLkXvU4g%5D%5BrH
https://1-trk.ru/
http://mythdetector.ge/en/myth/news-front-georgia-kremlins-new-information-front-georgia
https://www.tutoronline.ru/
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Photo  22. Batumiview’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.ru 
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Photo  23. Nextbatumi’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.ru 
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Photo  24. Batumiview’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.ru 
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Photo  25. Nextbatumi’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.ru 
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Photo  26. Nextbatumi’s and Batumiview’s ads on Sputnik-abkhazia.ru 
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Photo  27. Nextbatumi’s ad on Sputnik-Georgia.ru 
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Photo  28. Reg.ru’s ad on Sputnik-Georgia.ru 
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Photo  29. Reg.ru’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.ru 
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Photo  30. Reg.ru’s ad on Sputnik-abkhazia.ru 
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Photo  31. Tutoronline’s ads on Sputnik-georgia.com 
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Photo  32. Tutoronline’s ad on Sputnik-abkhazia.com 
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Photo  33. Tutoronline’s ad on Sputnik-georgia.ru 
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Photo  34. 1trk’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.ru 
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Photo  35. 1trk’s ad on Sputnik-abkhazia.ru 
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Photo  36. 1trk’s ad on Sputnik-abkhazia.info 
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Photo  37. 1trk’s ad on Sputnik-ossetia.com 
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3. Reactions of advertising companies to research findings 

 

After the process of monitoring was over, the Media Development Foundation contacted 11 local companies. These 

companies are: Alta, Betlive, BoXette, EuroCredit, Jacobs Georgia, Samsung Georgia, Silknet, Zoommer, Tegeta Motors, 

Visa Georgia and Volvo Georgia. It was impossible to reach out to Tbilisi Medic and Beko Georgia, because the letters sent 

to their emails were returned to the sender.  

Only two out of 11 companies – Zoommer and BoXette – responded to the report.  

In its response letter, Zoommer noted that the company had no information that its ads were placed on Kremlin’s propaganda 

websites, because the company was advertising through an intermediary with Google Ads. After receiving MDF’s letter, 

Zoommer contacted the intermediary company and demanded removal of its ads from propaganda and other Russian 

websites.  

One more local company, BoXette also responded to MDF’s letter with the company management saying that it was not the 

company’s goal in itself to place ads on Kremlin’s propaganda websites. However, they saw no solution due to absence of 

a mechanism for excluding such websites. MDF provided the company with information about the ways of removing ads 

from propaganda websites; the company, however, had not communicated its decision at the moment of releasing the report.  
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Profiles of media outlets  

All websites mentioned below are frequently featuring in EUvsDisinfo’s11 review of disinformation cases.  

Rusvesna.su is cooperating12 with separatist movements like Anti-Maidan and Novorossiya. The Russian Federal Service for 

Supervision of Communications, Information Technology and Mass Media registered the media outlet in 2015. At different times, 

Rusvesna was spreading disinformation about the 2014 Russian-Ukrainian war13 and the Baltic states14.  

 

Lenta.ru belongs to Russian media company Rambler Group15. According to the data for 2019, 46.5% of the company belongs to 

SberBank, the largest state-owned bank in Russia. The remaining shares are owned by Russian businessman Alexander Mamut. 

Lenta.ru’s disinformation about Eastern European countries was also spread16 in Georgia on multiple occasions17.  

                                                 
11 https://euvsdisinfo.eu/disinformation-cases/ 
12 https://rusvesna.su/partners 
13 https://www.stopfake.org/ru/nigerijskih-mehanikov-prevratili-v-amerikanskih-naemnikov-karatelej-kotorye-priehali-voevat-v-ukraine/  
14 https://www.propastop.org/eng/2017/12/01/mihkel-rauds-work-has-drawn-russo-phobic-accusations/  
15 https://geohistory.today/media-journalism-russia/  
16 http://mythdetector.ge/en/myth/politicanos-disinformation-attack-ukrainian-orthodox-church  
17 http://mythdetector.ge/en/node/3324 

https://euvsdisinfo.eu/disinformation-cases/
https://rusvesna.su/partners
https://www.stopfake.org/ru/nigerijskih-mehanikov-prevratili-v-amerikanskih-naemnikov-karatelej-kotorye-priehali-voevat-v-ukraine/
https://www.propastop.org/eng/2017/12/01/mihkel-rauds-work-has-drawn-russo-phobic-accusations/
https://geohistory.today/media-journalism-russia/
http://mythdetector.ge/en/myth/politicanos-disinformation-attack-ukrainian-orthodox-church
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Vzglyad (Взгляд) was created in 2005 to counter liberal media outlets. The website vz.ru is run by the Kremlin-affiliated Expert 

Institute of Social Studies (ЭИСИ)18.  

 

Sputnik is an international multimedia project, representing one of the main media platforms of Russian propaganda. The media 

outlet belongs to Rossiya Segodnya news agency19 created by Decree of the Russian Government in 2013 and it has spread pro-

Kremlin disinformation about Georgia20 and other countries21 on multiple occasions22. Sputnik officially got registered in Georgia 

on January 23, 201523.   

                                                 
18 https://www.eurotopics.net/en/186483/vzglyad 
19 https://xn--c1acbl2abdlkab1og.xn--p1ai/sputnik/ 
20 http://mythdetector.ge/en/profile/sputnik-georgia 
21 https://www.newsguardtech.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Fr.SputnikNews.com_ENG_Nov2020.pdf 
22 https://www.propastop.org/eng/tag/sputnik/ 
23 http://mythdetector.ge/en/profile/sputnik-georgia 

https://www.eurotopics.net/en/186483/vzglyad
https://россиясегодня.рф/sputnik/
https://www.newsguardtech.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Fr.SputnikNews.com_ENG_Nov2020.pdf
https://www.propastop.org/eng/tag/sputnik/
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Gazeta.ru belongs to Russian media company Rambler Group24. According to the data for 2019, 46.5% of the company belongs to 

SberBank, the largest state-owned bank in Russia. The remaining shares are owned by Russian businessman Alexander Mamut. 

 

Kp.ru online edition is owned by Komsomolskaya Pravda publishing house. Komsomolskaya Pravda is owned by Grigory Berezkin25, Russian 

businessman, who besides KP also owns a media holding, RBC and has close ties with Kremlin26. KP’s former journalist, Galina Sapozhnikova 

has been declared persona non grata in Lithuania27. 

                                                 
24 https://geohistory.today/media-journalism-russia/  
25 https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/735796 
26 https://www.cna.org/cna_files/pdf/DRM-2017-U-015367-3Rev.pdf 
27 https://bit.ly/3ejIyTa  

https://geohistory.today/media-journalism-russia/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/735796
https://www.cna.org/cna_files/pdf/DRM-2017-U-015367-3Rev.pdf
https://bit.ly/3ejIyTa
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EADaily was founded by Boris Sorkin28 in 2015. Another Russian media outlet, Regnum29 was also founded by Sorkin. Vigen 

Akopyan, Regnum’s former executive editor and co-founder of EADaily, is banned from entering Ukraine due to his anti-Ukrainian 

journalistic activities during the Russian-Ukrainian war30. At different times, EADaily was spreading false claims about Georgia31, 

Belarus32 and Estonia33.  

 

                                                 
28 https://www.rusprofile.ru/person/sorkin-ba-772026695467  
29 https://www.propastop.org/eng/2021/01/15/regnum-an-aggressive-attacker-of-estonia/ 
30 https://bit.ly/32JyBsS 
31 http://mythdetector.ge/en/myth/what-new-conspiracy-theories-does-tskhinvali-kgb-spread-about-lugar-lab 
32 https://naviny.belsat.eu/en/news/top-5-fake-stories-about-belarus-spread-by-russian-media/ 
33 https://www.propastop.org/eng/?s=eadaily  

https://www.rusprofile.ru/person/sorkin-ba-772026695467
https://www.propastop.org/eng/2021/01/15/regnum-an-aggressive-attacker-of-estonia/
https://bit.ly/32JyBsS
https://naviny.belsat.eu/en/news/top-5-fake-stories-about-belarus-spread-by-russian-media/
https://www.propastop.org/eng/?s=eadaily
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Aif.ru was founded in 1978 and it was funded by Russian bank Promsvyazbank34. In 2014, the media outlet was purchased by the 

Moscow government35. Igor Chernyak is its executive editor. Previously he served as deputy editor of Russian daily Rossiyskaya 

Gazeta36 published by the Government of Russia. 

 

 

                                                 
34 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/4315129.stm 
35 https://www.cna.org/cna_files/pdf/DRM-2017-U-015367-3Rev.pdf 
36 https://geohistory.today/media-journalism-russia/  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/4315129.stm
https://www.cna.org/cna_files/pdf/DRM-2017-U-015367-3Rev.pdf
https://geohistory.today/media-journalism-russia/

